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Reviewed by
R.S. MISHRA

Formerly Associate Professor, Department of History & Indian
Culture, University of Rajasthan, Jaipur

Prof. PK. Agrawala is a bold
signature of a
school of thought
which firmly
believes that art/
architecture is an
item of culture.
Material remains
not only reveal the
technological level
and the successful exploitation of
nature by a society through the ages
for the physical and mental well
being of its members. It also
expresses the religious cults, folk
beliefs, techniques of worship,
general social life and behaviour,
ideals, spiritual thoughts and rituals,
gods-goddesses,  economic  and
material prosperity, aesthetic
philosophy, symbolism, decoration,
scientific temperament and much
more. The work under review
encompasses all above dimensions.

Approach of Dr. Agrawala is
analytical and historical. His basic
premise is that the cultural thoughts
find the best manifestation in art and
literature. Study of Indian art and
architecture in the background of
geographical distribution and
chronology establishes a distinct
tradition and jatiya praxis which is
inspired by ‘Indianness’. Author not
only acknowledges a host of earlier
art-historians and archaeologists but
has judiciously incorporated their
contributions in this work.

The work is profusely illustrated
(1117 line drawings, maps and plans
and 65 half tone illustrations) for
which the publisher must be
congratulated. The language and
treatment of the subject is
commendable. In nut-shell Prachina
Bharatiya  Kala Evam Vastu is a

magnum opus as well as a magnum
bonum for the students of Indian Art
and Indian Culture.

The author and publisher of this

work have brought under
indebtedness the Hindi-readers in
general and the academic

institutions in particular where the
medium of instruction is Hindi. The
work is equally useful and important
for the teachers and students of
History of art and architecture, Fine
Arts, aesthetics and  Culture.
Universities and colleges, teaching
the Fundamentals/Foundations of
Indian culture will find this work as
a welcome addition to their libraries.
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